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Advent 2007…

You will need eight tea lights and either a suitable glass or China plate to contain them or individual votive candle holders.  Each night, beginning December 16 a candle is lighted, lighting our path to the Crèche and our Christmas Communion.  Light your Tree on Christmas Eve.
Light One Candle

Lighting our path to the Crèche

Light the first candle
December 16 Calendar, Book of Common Prayer
O Sapientia – O Wisdom, Sophia which camest out of the mouth of the Most High, and reachest from one end to another, mightily and sweetly ordering all things: Come and teach us the way of prudence.
O come, O Wisdom from on high,

Who orders all things mightily;

to us the path of knowledge show,

and teach us in her ways to go.

Rejoice! Rejoice!

Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.


O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Sirach 24:1 Wisdom praises herself, and tells of her glory in the midst of her people. 2 In the assembly of the Most High she opens her mouth, and in the presence of his hosts she tells of her glory: 3 “I came forth from the mouth of the Most High, and covered the earth like a mist. 4 I dwelt in the highest heavens, and my throne was in a pillar of cloud. 5 Alone I compassed the vault of heaven and traversed the depths of the abyss. 6 Over waves of the sea, over all the earth, and over every people and nation I have held sway. 7 Among all these I sought a resting place; in whose territory should I abide? 
8 “Then the Creator of all things gave me a command, and my Creator chose the place for my tent. He said, ‘Make your dwelling in Jacob, and in Israel receive your inheritance.’ 9 Before the ages, in the beginning, he created me, and for all the ages I shall not cease to be.”
Light the second candle

December 17

O Adonai – O Lord, Leader of the house of Israel, who appearedst in the bush to Moses in a flame of fire, and gavest him the law in Sinai: Come and redeem us with an outstretched arm.
O come, O come, great Lord of might,

Who to your tribes on Sinai’s height

in ancient times once gave the law,

in cloud and majesty and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice!

Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.


O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Exodus 3:1 Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3 Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” 4 When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
Light the third candle

December 18

O Radix Jesse – O Root of Jesse, which standest for an ensign of the people, at whom kings shall stop their mouths, whom the Gentiles shall seek: Come and deliver us, and tarry not.
O come, O Rod of Jesse’s stem,

from every foe deliver them

that trust your mighty power to save,

and give them victory o’er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice!

Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.


O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Isaiah 11:1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. … 10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.
Light the fourth candle

December 19

O Clavis David – O Key of David, Sceptre and the house of Israel; that openest and no man shutteth, and shuttest and no man openeth: Come and bring forth the prisoners out of the prison house.
O come, O Key of David, come,

and open wide our heavenly home;

make safe the way that leads on high,

and close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice!

Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.


O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Revelation 3:7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of the holy one, the true one, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens.”
Light the fifth candle

December 20

O Oriens – O Day-spring, Brightness of the Light everlasting, and Sun of righteousness: Come and enlighten them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death.
O come, O Dayspring from on high

and cheer us by your drawing nigh;

disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

and death’s dark shadow put to flight

Rejoice! Rejoice!

Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.


O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Psalm 19:1 [To the leader. A Psalm of David.] The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 

2 Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. 

3 There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; 

4 yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, 

5 which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 

6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them; and nothing is hid from its heat. 

7 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple; 

8 the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes; 

9 the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 

10 More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb. 

11 Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.
Light the sixth candle

December 21

O Rex gentium - O King of Nations and their Desire; the Cornerstone, who makest both one: Come and save mankind, whom thou formedst of clay.
O come, Desire of nations, bind
in one the hearts of humankind;

O bid our bitter conflict cease,

and be for us our Prince of Peace.

Rejoice! Rejoice!

Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.


O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Isaiah 2:4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
Isaiah 9:6 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 8 The Lord sent a word against Jacob, and it fell on Israel.
Light the seventh candle

December 22

O Emmanuel - our King and Lawgiver, Desire of all nations and their Salvation: Come and save us, O Lord our God.
O come, O come, Emmanuel,

and ransom captive Israel

that mourns in lonely exile here

until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice!

Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.


O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Matthew 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”
Light the eighth candle

December 23

O Virgo virginum – O Virgin of virgins, how shall this be? For neither before thee was any like thee, nor shall there be after.  Daughters of Jerusalem, why marvel ye at me? That which ye behold is a divine mystery. 
The Magnificat – Mary’s Song
1
 My soul doth magnify the Lord.


And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

2 
For He hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden:
3 
for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me
 
blessed.

4 
For He that is mighty hath done to me great things: and holy is his name.

5 
And his mercy is on them that fear Him from generation to generation.

6 
He hath showed strength with his arm:


He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

7 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted them of low degree.

8 
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich He hath sent empty away.

9 
He, in remembrance of his mercy, hath helped his servant Israel.


As He spoke to our (fore) fathers, to Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Tomorrow plug in your Tree Lights
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